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VILSECK, Germany — Soldiers of V Corps’ 94th 

Engineer Battalion (Combat Heavy), 130th Engineer 

Brigade, stood in lines and moved from table to table 

to complete their Pre-Deployment Processing Jan. 

10- 13 at Hilltop Fitness Center here. With 

deployment only days away, the Soldiers are making 

final preparations for their personal gear, paperwork 

and personal affairs. Their spouses are preparing for 

the deployment with equal energy. 

 

After just one year home from their first tour of 

Operation Iraqi Freedom, the battalion is preparing 

to return to Southwest Asia.  But the engineers have 

been working towards the deployment for six months. The entire battalion completed 

convoy live-fire and convoy training at the Grafenwoehr Training Area last 

September and November. In early December they loaded rail cars with their heavy 

equipment and sent it ahead to Kuwait before going on block leave in late December 

and early January. Now they’re preparing themselves and their families. 



 

“Families are spending a lot of time together. And this week we’re doing the 

paperwork drill,” said Sgt. 1st Class Milton Otero, the battalion’s rear detachment 

NCO in charge. “It’s moving fast and furious now. This week we’re going through the 

PDP and being issued rapid fielding initiative equipment.” 

 

The RFI is about $1,200 worth of special equipment for desert operations that the 

Army added to the Soldier’s basic kit. It includes items like goggles, a CamelBak 

water hydration system and high-tech wicking underwear. 

 

“It’s nice stuff, but we need to figure out how to carry it all,” said 1st Sgt. Joe 

Constante of the battalion’s Headquarters Support Company as he organized his RFI 

equipment on the floor of his office. 

 

“We bought our own goggles before. It’s a good thing, because January to March is 

the sandstorm season. The CamelBak is the most important item, then the goggles 

to protect our eyes from the sand,” said Constante. 

 

At the fitness center the Soldiers made sure their files were up to date, checking off 

items like medical and dental records, and getting updated immunizations. They 

reviewed their wills and legal documents, personnel and medical records, and 

contact information with representatives of these organizations sitting at tables all 

around the gym. 

 

Soldiers had their eyes examined, and if they need new glasses, they were ordered. 

In the racquetball courts, Soldiers laid back and opened wide so a dentist could 

check the health of their teeth. 
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A team from V Corps’ 561st Medical Co. (Dental 
Service), based in Vilseck, Germany, examines 
Soldiers from the corps’ 94th Engineer Battalion as 
the engineers prepare to move out for the unit’s 
second tour in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
 

 

"We're checking every Soldier who has not had an exam in the last nine months to 

ID those with urgent needs, so we can take care of that before they go ‘downrange,’" 

said dentist Lt. Col. Robert Thrasher of V Corps’ 561st Medical Company here. 

 

In the next court, Soldiers were giving blood 

samples and getting any shots they needed 

for the trip downrange. 

 

Other organizations that offer useful services 

and information, but do not have to give 

Soldiers’ an “OK” before the engineer troops 

can head downrange, were represented. Staff 

members from the Community Bank 

answered questions about bank accounts and the Outdoor Recreation team offered 

the temptation of a few last-minute ski trips before deployment. 

 

“In the past two years all of our ski trips have been sold out. We’ve had to add slots 

to trips, more hotel rooms, and order more equipment,” said Outdoor Recreation 

specialist Valentine Donohoe. “Our trips make it easy for Americans who are new 

here and may not know how to get around. I see people who were on our ski trips 

last year now driving themselves. I think we’re a stepping stone to a more 

independent life.” Donohoe urged Soldiers to make one last weekend trip before 

deploying, and reminded spouses about trips for kids and families. 

 

Representatives from Army Community Service; the American Red Cross; 

community substance abuse assistance agencies; area schools; the vehicle 



registration division, and chaplains were all present to assist the Soldiers and their 

spouses. 

 

Jim Tiessen, a 100th Area Support Group education advisor, provided Soldiers with 

information about taking college courses downrange. 

 

“We’re trying to get the Soldiers to realize they can take classes while downrange, 

and they’re free. It’s called distance education and it’s all done online. We want to 

get Soldiers pointed in the right direction, to get their general education 

requirements done, and then they can take that foundation anywhere they go. 

People downrange are not aware that they can do this. Some Soldiers don’t even 

know they can take college classes free, up to $4,500 of tuition each year,” said 

Tiessen. 

 

The battalion’s rear detachment is also working to ensure a smooth deployment for 

the Soldiers and their families. 

 

“The rear detachment’s main focus is to get the spouses ready; to make them as 

self-sufficient as possible. What we want to do in the beginning is train them, but 

we’ll also give them our full support. We’ve learned a lot from other rear 

detachments. Some got burned out in the first 90 days, trying to do everything,” 

said 1st Lt. Alex L. Young, rear detachment commander. 

 

“It’s the small things that you do for people that will come back and help you. About 

one-third to half of the spouses are veterans of deployments, but the ones you need 

to look after are the really young spouses with the young kids … to get them 

involved in the Family Readiness Groups and coming to events.” 



 

The rear detachment coordinates its efforts with local support organizations. 

 

“A lot of our work has been getting linked to the Vilseck agencies – ACS; (Army 

Family Team Building; Directorate of Public Works); housing, schools; (Child and 

Youth Services; Child Development Centers) and the chaplain. We have helped them 

out in the past. We’ve developed a good relationship, and I’m sure we’ll get great 

support for our Soldiers and spouses,” said Young. 

 

As the Soldiers have readied themselves, their spouses have prepared to take care of 

family business while their spouses are absent. Each of the 94th Engineer Battalion 

companies based in Vilseck, Hohenfels and Grafenwoehr has its own family readiness 

group, but the four FRGs work together as well. Every month an FRG steering 

committee, comprised of the company FRG leaders, the command group and their 

spouses, meets to coordinate and share information between the FRGs. 

 

At a January 11 FRG meeting the main discussion was about special pins the FRGs 

are making for all spouses to wear while their Soldiers are gone -- small metal and 

enamel yellow ribbons with the battalion crest. 

 

In the middle of this busy week, about 60 officers and NCOs attended a senior leader 

pre-deployment seminar with V Corps Commanding General Lt. Gen. Ricardo 

Sanchez. 

 

“He’s done one for every deploying unit in V Corps at the company level and above,” 

said Lt. Col. Christopher Beckert, aide-de-camp to Sanchez. “The purpose is to 

develop the foundations of small unit combat leaders to prepare them for the future 
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Capt. John G. Chung, commander of V Corps' 
Headquarters Service Company, 94th Engineer 
Battalion (left) stands in front of his company 
formation during a deployment ceremony for the 
battalion in Vilseck, Germany January 21. 

operations in Iraq or Afghanistan. The general is intensely interested that leaders in 

V Corps can share his experience from commanding Combined Joint Task Force-7. 

He’s convinced that small unit leaders are the key to success in Iraq and 

Afghanistan. It’s their interaction every day with the local people and the enemy that 

will make the difference,” said Beckert. 

 

Sanchez stressed the importance of small unit leadership in his presentation. “It’s at 

your level where we make a difference,” said Sanchez. “Everyone here will be called 

on to lead, that’s what you signed on for; to lead. It’s all about leadership under 

fire.” 

 

On January 21, the 94th battalion had a 

farewell ceremony here. Maj. Gen. Walter 

Wojdakowski, V Corps deputy commanding 

general, attended the event and gave his 

personal farewells to the troops. 

 

Col. Thomas Kula, the 130th Engineer Brigade 

commander, articulated the feelings of many 

people in attendance. 

 

“We are proud of your selfless service to your country,” Kula told his troops.  “By 

standing here before us today, you are making a statement that you are willing to 

fight for maintaining our American way of life and to make the world a better place.” 

 



The 94th’s four companies work together to build “horizontally and vertically” -- 

construction such as roads, air fields, bunkers, buildings and other infrastructure. 

The battalion will fly to Kuwait at the end of January, then convoy into Iraq. 

      

 


